




• Peter was the leader and spokesman of the 

Twelve apostles and his name heads all four 

New Testament lists of the apostles (Matt. 

10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:13-16; Acts 

1:13).  

• Peter was introduced  to Jesus by his brother 

Andrew [John 1:40-42]) and they ran a fishing 

business on the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 

4:18; Luke 5:1-3).  



• They were originally from the village of 

Bethsaida (John 1:44), but later moved to 

Capernaum (Mark 1:21, 29). The brothers’ 

business was a successful one, which allowed 

them to own a spacious house in Capernaum 

(Mark 1:29, 32-33; Luke 4:38).  

• Peter was married; Jesus healed his mother-

in-law (Luke 4:38-39); and his wife 

accompanied him on his missionary travels (1 

Cor. 9:5).  



• Peter’s birth name was Simon Barjona (Matt. 

16:17), literally “Simon son of Jonas” (or John; 

cf. John 1:42). At their first meeting, Jesus 

named him Cephas (John 1:42; cf. 1 Cor. 

1:12; 3:22; 9:5; 15:5; Gal. 1:18; 2:9, 11, 14), 

which is Aramaic for “rock”; “Peter” or Petros 

is its Greek equivalent (John 1:42). 

• Peter was a very impulsive and very big man, 

according to tradition.  



• The strong tradition of the early church places 

Peter in Rome at the close of his life. Peter 

most likely arrived in Rome after Paul’s 

release from his first Roman imprisonment.  

• Peter was crucified upside down according to 

tradition, under the hand of Nero. And since 

Nero died in A.D. 68, Peter’s crucifixion 

occurred before that date.  

• Date of Writing: Approximately 64 A.D.  



• Jesus rebuked Peter more than any other disciple. 

• Peter was the only disciple who dared to rebuke 

Jesus. 

• Peter confessed Jesus more boldly and accurately 

than any other disciple. 

• Peter also denied Jesus more forcefully and 

publicly than any other disciple. 

• Jesus praised Peter more than any other disciple. 

• Jesus rebuked Satan as speaking through Peter 

among the disciples. 



Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 

Bithynia, 2 elect according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, in 

sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience 

and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 



3 Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again 

to a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 

inheritance incorruptible and undefiled 

and that does not fade away, reserved in 

heaven for you,  



5 who are kept by the power of God 

through faith for salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 

greatly rejoice, though now for a little 

while, if need be, you have been grieved 

by various trials,  



7 that the genuineness of your faith, 

being much more precious than gold that 

perishes, though it is tested by fire, may 

be found to praise, honor, and glory at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom 

having not seen you love. Though now 

you do not see Him, yet believing, you 

rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 

glory,  



9 receiving the end of your faith—the 

salvation of your souls. 10 Of this 

salvation the prophets have inquired and 

searched carefully, who prophesied of 

the grace that would come to you,  



11 searching what, or what manner of 

time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them 

was indicating when He testified 

beforehand the sufferings of Christ and 

the glories that would follow.  



12 To them it was revealed that, not to 

themselves, but to us they were 

ministering the things which now have 

been reported to you through those who 

have preached the gospel to you by the 

Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things 

which angels desire to look into.  

NKJV 



My friend, I must confess that I am not 

impressed by professors in theological 

seminaries, with little if any experience as 

pastors, who get up and spin off some little 

theory to prepare young men for the ministry. 

They don’t really know the problems of a 

pastorate because they haven’t had the 

experience. They don’t know what it is really to 

suffer for Christ.  



After hearing them, I feel like turning back to 

Peter’s first letter and reading it again, 

because I believe Peter—he knew what he 

was talking about. I’m sorry, but I don’t trust 

these young professors. I want to hear from 

the man who has gone through the 

experiences.  
McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Epistles (1 

Peter) (electronic ed., Vol. 54, p. 15). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



 

1Peter 1  

Peter (petros), an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the 

pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according 

to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 

sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and 

sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to 

you and peace be multiplied.  

NKJV 



• An apostle was personally commissioned 

by Christ Himself to be His ambassador, His 

spokesman, and one through whom Christ 

Himself speaks. 

• The apostles were anointed with the Holy 

Spirit to communicate the Word of God.  

• The apostles were empowered by the Lord 

to do miraculous works that served as their 

“apostolic credentials.” 



• The New Testament apostles are identified 

with the Old Testament prophets as being 

God’s spokesmen through whom He 

communicates His Word. 

• The writings of the New Testament apostles 

are placed along side of those of the Old 

Testament prophets, together forming 

sacred Scripture. 

 



1Peter 1 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the 

pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2 elect according to the foreknowledge of 

God the Father, in sanctification of the 

Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the 

blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 

peace be multiplied. NKJV 



Hebrews 11 

Now faith is the substance of things 

hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen.  

NKJV 



1Peter 1 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the 

pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2 elect according to the foreknowledge of 

God the Father, in sanctification of the 

Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the 

blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 

peace be multiplied. NKJV 







 

1Peter 1  
3 Blessed (eulogētos) be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

according to His abundant mercy has 

begotten us again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead,.. 

NKJV 



Psalm 103 
11 For as the heavens are high above 

the earth, 

So great is His mercy toward those 

who fear Him; 
12 As far as the east is from the west, 

So far has He removed our 

transgressions from us. NKJV 



1Peter 1  
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 

His abundant mercy has begotten us 

again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 

NKJV 



An Old Testament believer called God “the Hope 

of Israel” (Jer. 14:8). A New Testament believer 

affirms that Jesus Christ is his hope (1 Tim. 1:1; 

see Col. 1:27). The unsaved sinner is “without 

hope” (Eph. 2:12); and if he dies without Christ, 

he will be hopeless forever. The Italian poet, 

Dante, in his Divine Comedy, put this inscription 

over the world of the dead: “Abandon all hope, 

you who enter here!” This confident hope gives us 

the encouragement and enablement we need for 

daily living.  



It does not put us in a rocking chair where we 

complacently await the return of Jesus Christ. 

Instead, it puts us in the marketplace, on the 

battlefield, where we keep on going when the 

burdens are heavy and the battles are hard. Hope 

is not a sedative; it is a shot of adrenaline, a blood 

transfusion. Like an anchor, our hope in Christ 

stabilizes us in the storms of life (Heb. 6:18–19); 

but unlike an anchor, our hope moves us forward, 

it does not hold us back. 
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

390). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1Peter 1  
4 to an inheritance incorruptible and 

undefiled and that does not fade away, 

reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are 

kept by the power of God through faith 

for salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. 

NKJV  



John 6 
28 Then they said to Him, “What shall 

we do, that we may work the works of 

God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to 

them, “This is the work of God, that 

you believe in Him whom He sent.” 

NKJV  



John 10 
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know 

them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never 

perish; neither shall anyone snatch 

them out of My hand. 29 My Father, 

who has given them to Me, is greater 

than all; and no one is able to snatch 

them out of My Father’s hand. NKJV  



 

1Peter 1  
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 

little while, if need be, you have been grieved 

by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your 

faith, being much more precious than gold that 

perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be 

found to praise, honor, and glory at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not 

seen you love. NKJV 



“Indeed, it is the honor of faith to be tried. Shall any 

man say, ‘I have faith, but I have never had to 

believe under difficulties’? Who knows whether thou 

hast any faith? Shall a man say, ‘I have great faith 

in God, but I have never had to use it in anything 

more than the ordinary affairs of life, where I could 

probably have done without it as well as with it’? Is 

this to the honor and praise of thy faith? Dost thou 

think that such a faith as this will bring any great 

glory to God, or bring to thee any great reward? If 

so, thou art mightily mistaken.” C.H. Spurgeon 



Matthew 5 
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 

for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you 

when they revile and persecute you, and 

say all kinds of evil against you falsely for 

My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly 

glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 

for so they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you. NKJV 



 Romans 8 
 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God, 
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 

and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

suffer with Him, that we may also be 

glorified together. 18 For I consider that the 

sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory 

which shall be revealed in us. NKJV 



2Corinthians 12 
9…Therefore most gladly I will rather 

boast in my infirmities, that the power 

of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in 

infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 

persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s 

sake. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong. NKJV 



1Peter 1  
8…Though now you do not see Him, 

yet believing, you rejoice with joy 

inexpressible and full of glory, 
9 receiving the end of your faith—the 

salvation of your souls. 
NKJV 



John 20 
29  “Thomas, because you have seen 

Me, you have believed. Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.”  

NKJV 



1Peter 1  
10 Of this salvation the prophets have 

inquired and searched carefully, who 

prophesied of the grace that would come 

to you, 11 searching what, or what manner 

of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in 

them was indicating when He testified 

beforehand the sufferings of Christ and 

the glories that would follow. NKJV 



Matthew 13 
17For I tell you the truth, many 

prophets and righteous men longed to 

see what you see but did not see it, 

and to hear what you hear but did not 

hear it.  

NIV 



1Peter 1  
12 To them it was revealed that, not to 

themselves, but to us they were 

ministering the things which now have 

been reported to you through those 

who have preached the gospel to you 

by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—

things which angels desire to look into. 

NKJV 



It is not difficult to follow Peter’s train of thought. 

Everything begins with salvation, our personal 

relationship to God through Jesus Christ. If we know 

Christ as Savior, then we have hope! If we have 

hope, then we can walk in holiness and in harmony. 

There should be no problem submitting to those 

around us in society, the home, and the church 

family. Salvation and submission are preparation for 

suffering; but if we focus on Christ, we can overcome 

and God will transform suffering into glory.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, pp. 

390–391). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 




