








3 John 
1 The Elder, 

To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in 

truth: 2 Beloved, I pray that you may 

prosper in all things and be in health, 

just as your soul prospers.  



3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren 

came and testified of the truth that is in 

you, just as you walk in the truth. 4 I 

have no greater joy than to hear that 

my children walk in truth. 5 Beloved, 

you do faithfully whatever you do for 

the brethren and for strangers, 6 who 

have borne witness of your love before 

the church.  



If you send them forward on their 

journey in a manner worthy of God, you 

will do well, 7 because they went forth 

for His name’s sake, taking nothing 

from the Gentiles. 8 We therefore ought 

to receive such, that we may become 

fellow workers for the truth. 



9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 

who loves to have the preeminence 

among them, does not receive us. 
10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind 

his deeds which he does, prating against 

us with malicious words. And not content 

with that, he himself does not receive the 

brethren, and forbids those who wish to, 

putting them out of the church. 



11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, 

but what is good. He who does good is 

of God, but he who does evil has not 

seen God. 12 Demetrius has a good 

testimony from all, and from the truth 

itself. And we also bear witness, and 

you know that our testimony is true. 



13 I had many things to write, but I do 

not wish to write to you with pen and 

ink; 14 but I hope to see you shortly, and 

we shall speak face to face. 

Peace to you. Our friends greet you. 

Greet the friends by name. 

NKJV 



1. Walk In The Truth 

3John  
1 The Elder, To the beloved (agapetos)  

Gaius, whom I love in truth: 

NKJV 

 



• Gaius, who walked in the truth and 

love (vv. 1–8);  

• Diotrophes, who rejected the truth 

and hindered love (vv. 9–11); and  

• Demetrius, who was to receive love 

for his faithfulness to the truth (v. 

12). 



3 John  
2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper 

in all things and be in health, just as 

your soul prospers. 

NKJV  



The church needs more people with spiritual 

health. Many give little concern to the soul. If 

our physical heath corresponds to our spiritual 

health, many of us would be in bad shape 

physically. If our financial state were as bad as 

our spiritual state, we would be bankrupt. There 

is some profit in giving concern to our physical 

well-being (1 Ti 4:8) but there is much more 

benefit in spiritual prosperity.  



If some of us were as strong physically as we 

are spiritually, we would be bedridden. What 

makes for a prosperous soul? A soul in right 

fellowship with the Lord. Incorporation of the 

principles of God’s soul food into our spiritual 

system strengthens our spirit. The soul that has 

a good dose of the Word is a prosperous soul.   
Dr. Grant Richardson, 3John 



1Timothy 4 
7 But reject profane and old wives’ 

fables, and exercise yourself toward 

godliness. 8 For bodily exercise profits a 

little, but godliness is profitable for all 

things, having promise of the life that 

now is and of that which is to come. 

NKJV 



3 John  
3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren 

came and testified of the truth that is in 

you, just as you walk in the truth. 4 I 

have no greater joy than to hear that 

my children walk in truth. 

NKJV 



2. Support The Ministry 

3John  
5 Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for 

the brethren and for strangers, 6 who have 

borne witness of your love before the church. If 

you send them forward on their journey in a 

manner worthy of God, you will do well,  

NKJV 

 



Principle #1 

 Financial support of those who preach 

the gospel is essential to the 

advancement of the work of Christ. 

God’s people should support God’s 

work. 

 



3 John  
7 because they went forth for His 

name’s sake, taking nothing from the 

Gentiles.  

NKJV 



1Samuel 30 
24…The share of the man who stayed 

with the supplies is to be the same as 

that of him who went down to the 

battle. All will share alike.” 25David 

made this a statute and ordinance for 

Israel from that day to this.  

NIV 



1Timothy 5 
17 Let the elders who rule well be 

considered worthy of double honor, 

especially those who labor in preaching 

and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, 

“You shall not muzzle an ox when it 

treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer 

deserves his wages.” ESV 



Principle #2 

We give praise to God by sharing our 

resources.  



3 John  
8 We therefore ought to receive such, 

that we may become fellow workers for 

the truth. 

NKJV 



Principle #3 

Those who financially support people in 

ministry share personally in their 

ministry. 



1Corinthians 9  
23 Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, 

that I may be partaker of it with you. 

NKJV 



3. Stay Humble 

3John  
9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 

who loves to have the preeminence 

among them, does not receive us. 

NKJV 

 



3 John  
10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind 

his deeds which he does, prating 

against us with malicious words. And 

not content with that, he himself does 

not receive the brethren, and forbids 

those who wish to, putting them out of 

the church. NKJV 



"This is the original and greatest of all sins. It 

is the sin of Satan, who was unwilling to be 

what God had created him to be and who 

desired rather to be 'like the Most High' (Isa. 

14:14). It is the opposite of the nature of 

Christ 'who, being in very nature God, did 

not consider equality with God something to 

be grasped, but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant'."  

Boice 



3 John  
10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind 

his deeds which he does, prating 

against us with malicious words. And 

not content with that, he himself does 

not receive the brethren, and forbids 

those who wish to, putting them out of 

the church. NKJV 



2Timothy 2 
16 But shun profane and idle babblings, 

for they will increase to more 

ungodliness. 17 And their message will 

spread like cancer. 

NKJV 



3 John  
11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, 

but what is good. He who does good is 

of God, but he who does evil has not 

seen God. 

NKJV 



3 John  
12 Demetrius has a good testimony from 

all, and from the truth itself. And we 

also bear witness, and you know that 

our testimony is true. 

NKJV 



3 John  
13 I had many things to write, but I do 

not wish to write to you with pen and 

ink; 14 but I hope to see you shortly, and 

we shall speak face to face. Peace to 

you. Our friends greet you. Greet the 

friends by name. 

NKJV 




