








2John 
1 The Elder, To the elect lady and her 

children, whom I love in truth, and not 

only I, but also all those who have 

known the truth, 2 because of the truth 

which abides in us and will be with us 

forever: 



3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with 

you from God the Father and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the 

Father, in truth and love. 4 I rejoiced 

greatly that I have found some of your 

children walking in truth, as we 

received a commandment from the 

Father.  



5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as 

though I wrote a new commandment to 

you, but that which we have had from 

the beginning: that we love one 

another. 6 This is love, that we walk 

according to His commandments. This 

is the commandment, that as you have 

heard from the beginning, you should 

walk in it. 



7 For many deceivers have gone out 

into the world who do not confess 

Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. 

This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 
8 Look to yourselves, that we do not 

lose those things we worked for, but 

that we may receive a full reward. 



9 Whoever transgresses and does not 

abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 

have God. He who abides in the 

doctrine of Christ has both the Father 

and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you 

and does not bring this doctrine, do not 

receive him into your house nor greet 

him; 11 for he who greets him shares in 

his evil deeds. 



12 Having many things to write to you, I 

did not wish to do so with paper and 

ink; but I hope to come to you and 

speak face to face, that our joy may be 

full. 
13 The children of your elect sister greet 

you. Amen.  

NKJV 
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1John 2 
 6 He who says he abides in Him ought 

himself also to walk just as He walked… 

10 He who loves his brother abides in the 

light, and there is no cause for stumbling 

in him... 14I have written to you, young 

men, Because you are strong, and the 

word of God abides in you, And you have 

overcome the wicked one… 



1John 2 
17 And the world is passing away, and 

the lust of it; but he who does the will of 

God abides forever... 24 Therefore let 

that abide in you which you heard from 

the beginning. If what you heard from 

the beginning abides in you, you also 

will abide in the Son and in the 

Father… 



1John 2 
27 But the anointing which you have 

received from Him abides in you, and 

you do not need that anyone teach you; 

but as the same anointing teaches you 

concerning all things, and is true, and is 

not a lie, and just as it has taught you, 

you will abide in Him… 



1John 2 
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, 

that when He appears, we may have 

confidence and not be ashamed before 

Him at His coming.  

NKJV 
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3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with 

you from God the Father and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the 

Father, in truth and love. 

NKJV 



Principle 

Truth makes love discerning so love 

never undermines truth. Love 

moderates truth so that truth does not 

show itself in harshness. 



2John   

4 I rejoiced greatly that I have found 

some of your children walking in truth, 

as we received a commandment from 

the Father.  

NKJV 



“If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest 

exposition every portion of the truth of God 

except precisely that little point which the world 

and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am 

not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be 

professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there 

the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be 

steady on all the battlefield besides, is mere 

flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point.”  
(D. Martin Luthers Werke, Kritische Gesamtausgabe. Briefwechsel, 18 

vols. [Weimar: Verlag Hermann Bohlaus Nachfolger, 1930–1985], 3:81) 



“All that is required for deception to triumph is 

for the people of the Truth to do nothing.”  



• Living in close proximity to Jesus, who is 

himself “the truth.” (John 14:6) Abide in Christ.  

• Living under the control and guidance of the 

Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of truth” (John 

14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 1 John 5:6)  

• Living according to the principles and precepts 

of Scripture (John 17:17)  

• Rejecting a sinful lifestyle (1 John 1:6) 

• Walking In Love (2John 5-6) 



2John  
5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I 

wrote a new commandment to you, but that 
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Joshua 1 
8 This Book of the Law shall not depart 

from your mouth, but you shall meditate 

in it day and night, that you may 

observe to do according to all that is 

written in it. For then you will make your 

way prosperous, and then you will have 

good success. NKJV 



• Don't condone it; no matter how much we may 

love our friends and want to see them happy. 

Real love is bringing them to a saving 

relationship with Jesus, not encouraging a sinful 

lifestyle.  

• Do vote against it when able; those who live in 

a republic should use their rights to encourage 

the government to promote healthy behavior.  



• Recognize what's really going on; our fight is 

not against flesh and blood, and if we expect 

the world to see things from a biblical point of 

view (John 15:18-19), we're just going to get a 

concussion from banging our heads against the 

wall.  

• Battle for hearts, not causes; love is 

characterized by both truth and kindness, and it 

will take both to lead others to the relationship 

that saves.  



• Pray for them. Be kind (1 Corinthians 13:4). 

Show Jesus' love (Ephesians 4:15). Bring them 

to a saving faith in Christ. Let Jesus guide you 

as to how to confront (Galatians 6:1). Don't be 

hateful; don't be a bully. It is loving to be kind 

and patient, but it is also loving to encourage 

someone toward holiness.  
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"To say no to God's way of revealing Himself 

is to say no to God Himself, for he will not let 

Himself be known by men except on His 

own terms."  

I. Howard Marshall 



2John   

8 Look to yourselves, that we do not 

lose those things we worked for, but 

that we may receive a full reward. 

NKJV 



James 4 

 4 You adulterers! Don’t you realize that 

friendship with the world makes you an 

enemy of God? I say it again: If you 

want to be a friend of the world, you 

make yourself an enemy of God.  

NLT 
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9 Whoever transgresses and does not 

abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 

have God. He who abides in the 

doctrine of Christ has both the Father 

and the Son. NKJV  

 



It is false progress! The apostates like to 

make us believe that they are “progressive” 

while the church is “in a rut.” They invite us 

to join them because they have something 

“new and exciting” to share. But their 

“progress” is such that they abandon the 

doctrine that Jesus Christ is the Son of God 

come in the flesh.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

538). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



“When the teaching of the Bible needs to be 

supplemented by some “key” to the Bible or 

by some new revelation, it is a sure sign that 

“advanced” doctrine is being put forward.”  

I. Howard Marshall  
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12 Having many things to write to you, I 
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