






1John 5 
14 Now this is the confidence that we 

have in Him, that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. 
15 And if we know that He hears us, 

whatever we ask, we know that we 

have the petitions that we have asked 

of Him. 



16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a 

sin which does not lead to death, he 

will ask, and He will give him life for 

those who commit sin not leading to 

death. There is sin leading to death. I 

do not say that he should pray about 

that. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and 

there is sin not leading to death. 



18 We know that whoever is born of God 

does not sin; but he who has been born 

of God keeps himself, and the wicked 

one does not touch him. 19 We know 

that we are of God, and the whole 

world lies under the sway of the wicked 

one. 

 



20 And we know that the Son of God 

has come and has given us an 

understanding, that we may know Him 

who is true; and we are in Him who is 

true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is 

the true God and eternal life. 
21 Little children, keep yourselves from 

idols. Amen.  NKJV 

 



1John 5 
14 Now this is the confidence that we 

have in Him, that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. 

NKJV 



John 15 
7 If you abide in Me, and My words 

abide in you, you will ask what you 

desire, and it shall be done for you. 

NKJV 

 



This does not mean that if a believer is sincere 

God will answer his prayer. Sometimes our 

desires are not God’s desires for us. 

Sometimes what we want is not what our 

heavenly Father wills. Faith will accept that 

God’s will is best, and it will trust his plan and 

purpose, even if it does not understand at the 

time.  
Akin, D. L. (2001). 1, 2, 3 John (Vol. 38, p. 205). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 

 



James 4 
3 You ask and do not receive, because 

you ask amiss, that you may spend it 

on your pleasures.  

NKJV 



Prayer is not a convenient device for 

imposing our will upon God, or for bending 

his will to ours, but the prescribed way of 

subordinating our will to his. It is by prayer 

that we seek God’s will, embrace it and align 

ourselves with it. Every true prayer is a 

variation of the theme “your will be done.” 
Akin, D. L. (2001). 1, 2, 3 John (Vol. 38, p. 206). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 

 



1John 5 
15 And if we know that He hears us, 

whatever we ask, we know that we 

have the petitions that we have asked 

of Him. 

 NKJV 



“Our petitions are granted at once: the 

results of the granting are perceived in 

the future.”  
Plummer, Epistles of John, 121 



Mark 11 
24 Therefore I say to you, whatever 

things you ask when you pray, believe 

that you receive them, and you will 

have them. 

NKJV 



1John 5 
16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin 

which does not lead to death, he will ask, 

and He will give him life for those who 

commit sin not leading to death. There is 

sin leading to death. I do not say that he 

should pray about that. NKJV 
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1John 5 
16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin 

which does not lead to death, he will ask, 

and He will give him life for those who 

commit sin not leading to death. There is 

sin leading to death. I do not say that he 

should pray about that.  

NKJV 



1. Physical Death -  Some Christians in Scripture 

sinned so badly that God took their lives: Ananias 

and Sapphira (Acts 5:1–11). Walvoord writes: All 

sin ultimately leads to death, but the expression 

“that does not lead to death” should be understood 

in the sense, “not punished by death.” The 

distinction is between sins for which death is a 

rapid consequence and sins for which it is not. 
Walvoord, J. F., & Zuck, R. B., Dallas Theological Seminary. (1985). 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures 

(Vol. 2, p. 902). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



2. Apostasy -  to deliberately repudiate the 

Christian faith, after supposedly embracing it. 1 

John 3:9 appears to teach that a true Christian 

cannot fall away from the faith. If someone 

does fall away, it indicates he or she was never 

a believer in the first place. 



3. Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit - It is the 

rejection of the Holy Spirit’s witness of Jesus 

Christ.  



1John 5 
11 And this is the testimony: that God has 

given us eternal life, and this life is in His 

Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who 

does not have the Son of God does not 

have life. 

NKJV 



Hebrews 12 
14 Pursue peace with all people, and 

holiness, without which no one will see the 

Lord: 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall 

short of the grace of God; lest any root of 

bitterness springing up cause trouble, and 

by this many become defiled;  



16 lest there be any fornicator or profane 

person like Esau, who for one morsel of food 

sold his birthright. 17 For you know that 

afterward, when he wanted to inherit the 

blessing, he was rejected, for he found no 

place for repentance, though he sought it 

diligently with tears. 

NKJV 



“(It) is possible to close the heart against the 

influences of God’s Spirit so obstinately and 

persistently that repentance becomes a 

moral impossibility.”  
Plummer, Epistles Of John, 122 





1John 5 
17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin 

not leading to death. 

NKJV 



1John 5 
18 We know that whoever is born of God 

does not sin; but he who has been born of 

God keeps himself, and the wicked one 

does not touch him.  

NKJV 



“The devil does not touch the Christian 

because the Son keeps him, and so 

because the Son keeps him, the Christian 

does not persist in sin.”  
Stott, Letters of John, 195 



1John 5 
19 We know that we are of God, and the 

whole world lies under the sway of the 

wicked one. 

NKJV 



1John 5 
20 And we know that the Son of God has 

come and has given us an understanding, 

that we may know Him who is true; and we 

are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus 

Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 

NKJV 



"This would be the most unequivocal 

statement of the deity of Jesus Christ in the 

New Testament, which the champions of 

orthodoxy were quick to exploit against the 

heresy of Arius.“ 

(Stott) 



“Everything depends on His deity, and his deity 

means no less than this, that as the Father who 

made known to us by Him is the only real God 

(1Thess 1:9), so also His Son Jesus Christ “is 

the real God” and eternal life. If the Son is less, 

if He is not real God even as the Father is real 

God, then this entire epistle and all that it 

declares about His blood, expiation, our 

fellowship with God, etc., are futile.”  
(Lenski page 542) 



1John 5 
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 

Amen.   

NKJV 



In specific application and concern John, no 

doubt, would have in mind the “idols” of the 

heretical teachers who speak about a Jesus 

who is less than God. John is very disturbed 

by the false teachers that the god they 

proclaim is not merely less than perfect or 

close to what he holds but is altogether an 

idol. That is, their god is not real but the god 

of men’s imaginations.  



As Marshall argues, “Having emphasized 

that Jesus is the true God, John warns 

against being misled into worship of any 

other alleged manifestation or 

representation of God.”… Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God, who provides eternal life to 

anyone who comes to him in faith.  



He is the true revelation of God. Anything 

else is a counterfeit and a false substitute. 

On this truth one can be certain. On this 

truth John brings his letter to a close.   
Akin, D. L. (2001). 1, 2, 3 John (Vol. 38, p. 216). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 




