




OVERCOMERS 



OVERCOMERS 

a person who overcomes something : 

one who succeeds in dealing with or 

gaining control of some problem or 

difficulty. 
 



1John 5 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the 

Christ is born of God, and everyone 

who loves Him who begot also loves 

him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this 

we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love God and keep His 

commandments.  



3 For this is the love of God, that we 

keep His commandments. And His 

commandments are not burdensome. 
4 For whatever is born of God 

overcomes the world. And this is the 

victory that has overcome the world—

our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes 

the world, but he who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God?  NKJV 



1John 5   

Whoever believes that Jesus is the 

Christ is born of God, and everyone 

who loves Him who begot also loves 

him who is begotten of Him. 

NKJV 



1John 5 

Everyone who believes [with a deep, 

abiding trust in the fact] that Jesus is 

the Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed) 

is born of God [that is, reborn from 

above—spiritually transformed, 

renewed, and set apart for His 

purpose]…AMP 



John 3 

There was a man of the Pharisees 

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2 This man came to Jesus by night and 

said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You 

are a teacher come from God; for no 

one can do these signs that You do 

unless God is with him.” 



3 Jesus answered and said to him, 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless 

one is born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.”  

NKJV  



John 1 
12 But as many as received Him, to 

them He gave the right to become 

children of God, to those who believe in 

His name: 13 who were born, not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 

NKJV  



James 2 
 19 You believe that there is one God. 

You do well. Even the demons 

believe—and tremble! 

NKJV  



1John 5   

Whoever believes that Jesus is the 

Christ is born of God, and everyone 

who loves Him who begot also loves 

him who is begotten of Him.  

NKJV  



The antichrists were apparently acting hatefully 

toward Christians, so the Ephesians needed 

the contrast of love with hate, not perfect love 

with imperfect love. We do not have to love our 

brothers perfectly to manifest a regenerate 

heart. We may love them imperfectly as we all 

do. If we hate them, as the antichrists did, we 

cannot have any confidence that we are born 

again.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 222). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



1John 5   
2 By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and 

keep His commandments.  

NKJV 



Smalley argues, “For the fact is that each 

kind of love (for God, and for others) 

demonstrates the genuineness of the other, 

and reinforces it. Brotherly love is proof of 

the love of God; but the reverse is also true.”  
Akin, D. L. (2001). 1, 2, 3 John (Vol. 38, p. 191). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 



Everything in creation—except man—obeys 

the will of God. “Fire and hail, snow, and 

vapor, stormy wind fulfilling His Word” (Ps. 

148:8). In the Book of Jonah, you see the 

winds and waves, and even the fish, 

obeying God’s commands; but the prophet 

persisted in disobeying. Even a plant and a 

little worm did what God commanded.  



But the prophet stubbornly wanted his own 

way. Disobedience to God’s will is a 

tragedy—but so is reluctant, grudging 

obedience. God does not want us to disobey 

Him, but neither does He want us to obey 

out of fear or necessity.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

523). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1John 5   
3 For this is the love of God, that we 

keep His commandments. And His 

commandments are not burdensome.  

NKJV  



Matthew 23 

Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes 

and to His disciples, 2 saying: “The 

scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ 

seat.  



3 Therefore whatever they tell you to 

observe, that observe and do, but do 

not do according to their works; for they 

say, and do not do. 4 For they bind 

heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay 

them on men’s shoulders; but they 

themselves will not move them with 

one of their fingers. NKJV 

  



Matthew 15 

Then the scribes and Pharisees who were 

from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 
2 “Why do Your disciples transgress the 

tradition of the elders? For they do not 

wash their hands when they eat bread.” 
3 He answered and said to them, “Why do 

you also transgress the commandment of 

God because of your tradition? NKJV 

  



Matthew 11 
28 Come to Me, all you who labor and 

are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly 

in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My 

burden is light.” NKJV 

  



As our love for the Father matures, we have 

confidence and are no longer afraid of His will. 

We also are honest toward others and lose our 

fear of being rejected. And we have a new 

attitude toward the Word of God: it is the 

expression of God’s love, and we enjoy 

obeying it. Confidence toward God, honesty 

toward others, and joyful obedience are the 

marks of perfecting love and the ingredients 

that make up a happy Christian life.  



We can see too how sin ruins all this. When we 

disobey God we lose our confidence toward Him. If 

we do not immediately confess our sin and claim 

His forgiveness (1 John 1:9), we must start 

pretending in order to cover up. Disobedience 

leads to dishonesty, and both turn our hearts away 

from the Word of God. Instead of reading the Word 

with joy to discover the Father’s will, we ignore the 

Word or perhaps read it in a routine way.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

524). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1John 5   
4 For whatever is born of God 

overcome s(nikaō)  the world. And this 

is the victory (nikē) that has overcome 

(nikaō) the world—our faith.  

NKJV 





1John 5   
4“For everyone born of God overcomes 

the world. This is the overcoming that 

has overcome the world, even our 

faith.” 

NKJV  



1John 5   
5 Who is he who overcomes the world, 

but he who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God?   

NKJV  



"Look at any Greek lexicon you like, 

and you will find that the word [faith or 

believe] does not merely mean to 

believe, but to trust, to confide in, to 

commit to, entrust with, and so forth; 

the very marrow of the meaning of faith 

is confidence in, reliance upon."  

C.H. Spurgeon 



John 16 
33 These things I have spoken to you, 

that in Me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation; but be of 

good cheer, I have overcome the 

world.” NKJV 



Revelation 3 
21 To him who overcomes I will grant to 

sit with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father 

on His throne. 22 “He who has an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.” ’ ”  

NKJV 



Seen this way, this verse is not a matter of 

discouragement or fear that because we 

struggle with sin in our lives, we may not be 

Christians. Rather, it should be a matter of 

encouragement because in spite of our 

struggle with sin in our daily lives, the victory 

is already won. Our salvation is secure in 

Jesus.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 223). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



OVERCOMERS 


