






1John 3 
10 In this the children of God and the 

children of the devil are manifest: 

Whoever does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor is he 

who does not love his brother.  



11 For this is the message that you 

heard from the beginning, that we 

should love one another, 12 not as Cain 

who was of the wicked one and 

murdered his brother. And why did he 

murder him? Because his works were 

evil and his brother’s righteous.13 Do 

not marvel, my brethren, if the world 

hates you.  



14 We know that we have passed from 

death to life, because we love the 

brethren. He who does not love his 

brother abides in death. 15 Whoever 

hates his brother is a murderer, and 

you know that no murderer has eternal 

life abiding in him.  



16 By this we know love, because He 

laid down His life for us. And we also 

ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren. 17 But whoever has this 

world’s goods, and sees his brother in 

need, and shuts up his heart from him, 

how does the love of God abide in him?  



18 My little children, let us not love in 

word or in tongue, but in deed and in 

truth. 19 And by this we know that we 

are of the truth, and shall assure our 

hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart 

condemns us, God is greater than our 

heart, and knows all things.  



21 Beloved, if our heart does not 

condemn us, we have confidence 

toward God. 22 And whatever we ask 

we receive from Him, because we keep 

His commandments and do those 

things that are pleasing in His sight.  



23 And this is His commandment: that 

we should believe on the name of His 

Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 

as He gave us commandment. 24 Now 

he who keeps His commandments 

abides in Him, and He in him. And by 

this we know that He abides in us, by 

the Spirit whom He has given us. NKJV 



1John 3  
10 In this the children of God and the 

children of the devil are manifest: 

Whoever does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor is 

he who does not love his brother. 

NKJV  



Christians make themselves known as 

children of God by doing what is right and 

by loving their brothers. People prove 

themselves to be children of the devil 

when they refuse to do what is right and 

refuse to love their brothers.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 195). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 



John 8 
 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were 

your Father, you would love Me, for I 

proceeded forth and came from God; 

nor have I come of Myself, but He sent 

Me. 43 Why do you not understand My 

speech? Because you are not able to 

listen to My word.  



44 You are of your father the devil, and 

the desires of your father you want to 

do. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the 

truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaks a lie, he speaks from 

his own resources, for he is a liar and 

the father of it. NKJV 
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1John 3  
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked 

one and murdered his brother. And why 

did he murder him? Because his works 

were evil and his brother’s righteous. 

 NKJV 



1John 3  
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the 

world hates you. 14 We know that we 

have passed from death to life, 

because we love the brethren. He who 

does not love his brother abides in 

death.  NKJV 



“Do you love them for Christ’s sake? Do 

you say to yourself, ‘That is one of 

Christ’s people; that is one who bears 

Christ’s cross; that is one of the children 

of God; therefore I love him, and take 

delight in his company’? Then, that is an 

evidence that you are not of the world.”  

C.H. Spurgeon 



Matthew 18 
21 Then Peter came to Him and said, 

“Lord, how often shall my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? Up to 

seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I 

do not say to you, up to seven times, 

but up to seventy times seven.  

NKJV 



1John 3  
15 Whoever hates his brother is a 

murderer, and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  

NKJV 



Matthew 5 
21 “You have heard that our ancestors 

were told, ‘You must not murder. If you 

commit murder, you are subject to 

judgment.’ 



22 But I say, if you are even angry with 

someone, you are subject to judgment! 

If you call someone an idiot, you are in 

danger of being brought before the 

court. And if you curse someone, you 

are in danger of the fires of hell.  

NLT 



Loving our brothers does not give us eternal 

life. God does that through Christ. If we have 

eternal life, we will manifest it by loving our 

brothers. We may have difficulty loving some 

Christians who make it hard to love them, but a 

fundamental desire to love them will show 

through our lives. Even Jesus’ disciples 

quarreled among themselves about who would 

be the greatest among them.  



That was an unloving thing to do. It did not, 

however, relegate them to the realm of the 

unsaved…All of us can recall times when we have 

not loved our brothers, or we can think of people 

we don’t like to associate with. As a result, we can 

conclude that we are not Christians. This would be 

an overreaction. John writes in a context of 

extreme contrasts. He does not suggest that we 

are not Christian if we love imperfectly.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

p. 196). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.  



1John 3  
16 By this we know love, because He 

laid down His life for us. And we also 

ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren.  

NKJV  



Romans 5 
8 But God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.  

NKJV 
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Philippians 2 
5 You must have the same attitude that 

Christ Jesus had.  
6 Though he was God,  

he did not think of equality with God  

as something to cling to.  



7 Instead, he gave up his divine 

privileges;  

he took the humble position of a slave  

and was born as a human being.  

When he appeared in human form,  
8 he humbled himself in obedience to 

God and died a criminal’s death on a 

cross.  NLT 



“Love means saying ‘No’ to one’s own 

life so that somebody else may live.”  

I. Howard Marshall 



Philippians 2 
3Let nothing be done through selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 

mind let each esteem others better 

than himself. 4 Let each of you look out 

not only for his own interests, but also 

for the interests of others.  

NKJV 



1John 3  
17 But whoever has this world’s goods, 

and sees his brother in need, and shuts 

up his heart from him, how does the 

love of God abide in him? 18 My little 

children, let us not love in word or in 

tongue, but in deed and in truth.  

NKJV 



“It is easier to be enthusiastic about 

Humanity with a capital ‘H’ than it is to love 

individual men and women, especially those 

who are uninteresting, exasperating, 

depraved, or otherwise unattractive. Loving 

everybody in general may be an excuse for 

loving nobody in particular.”  
G.P. Lewis, – cited by John R. W. Stott, The Letters of John, Revised 

Edition, p. 147 



1John 3  
19 And by this we know that we are of 

the truth, and shall assure our hearts 

before Him.  

NKJV 



1John 3  
20 For if our heart condemns us, God 

is greater than our heart, and knows 

all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart 

does not condemn us, we have 

confidence toward God. NKJV  



1John 3  
22 And whatever we ask we receive 

from Him, because we keep His 

commandments and do those things 

that are pleasing in His sight.  

NKJV 



John 15 
7 If you abide in Me, and My words 

abide in you, you will ask what you 

desire, and it shall be done for you. 

NKJV 



1John 3  
23 And this is His commandment: that 

we should believe on the name of His 

Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 

as He gave us commandment. 

NKJV 



Matthew 22 
36 “Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to 

him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and 

great commandment. 39 And the second is 

like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself. NKJV 



1John 3  
24 Now he who keeps His 

commandments abides in Him, and He 

in him. And by this we know that He 

abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has 

given us. 

NKJV 



The Epistle of John is a troublesome letter to 

understand. It contains many black-and-white 

statements that, if taken only at face value, seem 

to contradict teachings elsewhere in Scripture. 

By studying carefully what John is really saying, 

we can harmonize the epistle with the rest of 

Scripture…The point is that if God is willing to 

save a person when he is an enemy of God, how 

much more is he willing to save a person once 

he has become a child of God (Rom. 5:10)?  



After we are saved and then fall into sin, we 

may incur God’s chastening hand in our lives, 

but we will never be lost. If we have no regard 

for righteousness, if we treat sin lightly, if our 

life is set in opposition to the holiness of God, 

this is an indication that we were never saved 

in the first place. The false teachers in the 

church in Ephesus, the antichrists, were 

claiming to be righteous while they were 

immoral at the same time.  



They did not love the brethren, and they denied 

that Jesus was God in the flesh. They claimed 

that they knew God by special inner knowledge, 

but they did not believe the truth and lived 

unrighteous lives. John’s bold statements were 

designed to make it clear to everyone that these 

antichrists were not Christians. This was 

demonstrated by their lack of faith as well as 

their immoral and uncaring lifestyles.  
Walls, D., & Anders, M. (1999). I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude (Vol. 11, 

pp. 202–203). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 




