






1John 2 
12 I write to you, little children, 

Because your sins are forgiven you for 

His name’s sake. 



13 I write to you, fathers, 

Because you have known Him who is 

from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 

Because you have overcome the 

wicked one. 



I write to you, little children, 

Because you have known the Father. 
14 I have written to you, fathers, 

Because you have known Him who is 

from the beginning. 



I have written to you, young men, 

Because you are strong, and the word 

of God abides in you, 

And you have overcome the wicked 

one. 



15 Do not love the world or the things in 

the world. If anyone loves the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him.  

 



16 For all that is in the world—the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life—is not of the Father but is 

of the world. 17 And the world is passing 

away, and the lust of it; but he who 

does the will of God abides forever. 

NKJV 



1John 2  
12 I write to you, little children (teknion), 

Because your sins are forgiven you for 

His name’s sake.  

NKJV 

 



James 4 

4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you 

not know that friendship with the world 

is enmity with God? Whoever therefore 

wants to be a friend of the world makes 

himself an enemy of God. NKJV 



1John 2  
13I write to you, fathers, because you 

have known Him who is from the 

beginning. I write to you, young men, 

because you have overcome the 

wicked one. I write to you, little children 

(paidion), because you have known the 

Father.              NKJV 



1John 2  
14I have written to you, fathers, 

because you have known Him who is 

from the beginning. I have written to 

you, young men, because you are 

strong, and the word of God abides in 

you, and you have overcome the 

wicked one.                  NKJV 



1John 2  
15 Do not love the world (kosmos) or the 

things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.  

NKJV 

 



Kosmos 

1. The created universe (3:17; 4:17; John 

1:10);  

2. The world of human persons (John 3:16; 1 

John 2:2); and 

3.  An evil organized earthly system controlled 

by the power of the evil one that has aligned 

itself against God and his kingdom (4:3–5; 

5:19; John 16:11). 



This verse states clearly that one cannot love 

the world and love God at the same time. The 

absolute nature of this statement is striking and 

compels careful and serious reflection. The 

stakes are high. Because the Father’s kingdom 

is at war with the kingdom of this world, the two 

will never coexist peacefully. To pledge 

allegiance to one side is to declare opposition 

to the other.  
Akin, D. L. (2001). 1, 2, 3 John (Vol. 38, p. 109). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers.  



John 14 
 30 Hereafter I will not talk much with 

you: for the prince of this world cometh, 

and hath nothing in me.  

KJV 



“The prince of this world”—the prince of the 

world system, which is included in the 

civilization that you and I are in today. The 

world system belongs to Satan. He offered the 

kingdoms of this world to the Lord Jesus, and I 

don’t think he left out the United States when 

he made the offer—it all belongs to him, and 

we are not to love this world. We read in John 

16:11, “Of judgment, because the prince of this 

world is judged.” 



Again, the Lord Jesus is referring to the satanic 

system that is in this world today… This is a world 

that is filled with greed, with selfish ambition, with 

fleshly pleasures, with deceit, and lying and 

danger. That is the world we live in, and John says 

that we are not to love the world. We are living in a 

godless world that is in rebellion against God. Our 

contemporary culture and civilization is anti–God, 

and the child of God ought not to love it. 

 McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Epistles (1 

John) (electronic ed., Vol. 56, p. 56). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



Galatians 6 
14 But God forbid that I should boast 

except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by whom the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world. 

NKJV 



Genesis 11 

Now the whole earth had one language 

and one speech. 2 And it came to pass, 

as they journeyed from the east, that 

they found a plain in the land of Shinar, 

and they dwelt there.  



3 Then they said to one another, 

“Come, let us make bricks and bake 

them thoroughly.” They had brick for 

stone, and they had asphalt for mortar.  



4 And they said, “Come, let us build 

ourselves a city, and a tower whose top 

is in the heavens; let us make a name 

for ourselves, lest we be scattered 

abroad over the face of the whole 

earth.” NKJV 



Genesis 10 
8 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a 

mighty one on the earth. 9 He was a 

mighty hunter before the LORD; 

therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod the 

mighty hunter before the LORD.” 



10 And the beginning of his kingdom 

was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, 

in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land 

he went to Assyria and built Nineveh… 

NKJV 



"He was powerful in hunting and in wickedness 

before the Lord, for he was a hunter of the sons 

of men, and he said to them, 'Depart from the 

judgment of the Lord, and adhere to the 

judgment of Nimrod!' Therefore it is said: 'As 

Nimrod the strong one, strong in hunting, and in 

wickedness before the Lord.'"  

Jewish Targum 



"The great success that attended all of 

Nimrod's undertakings produced a sinister 

effect. Men no longer trusted in God, but rather 

in their own prowess and ability, an attitude to 

which Nimrod tried to convert the whole world."  
A Jewish legend 



Genesis 11 
5 But the LORD came down to see the city 

and the tower which the sons of men had 

built. 6 And the LORD said, “Indeed the 

people are one and they all have one 

language, and this is what they begin to 

do; now nothing that they propose to do 

will be withheld from them.  



7 Come, let Us go down and there 

confuse their language, that they may 

not understand one another’s speech.” 
8 So the LORD scattered them abroad 

from there over the face of all the earth, 

and they ceased building the city.  



9 Therefore its name is called Babel, 

because there the LORD confused the 

language of all the earth; and from 

there the LORD scattered them abroad 

over the face of all the earth.  

NKJV 

 



1John 2  
15 Do not love the world (kosmos) or the 

things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in 

him.  NKJV 

 



In a new study called Faith Leadership in a 

Divided Culture, Barna Group found that 

when it comes to the pressing issues 

surrounding religious freedom in our culture 

today, many pastors feel pressure to avoid 

certain controversial topics, “including those 

related to the LGBT community, same-sex 

marriage rights, abortion, sexual morality 

and politics.” 



The study found that “Half of Christian pastors 

say they frequently (11 percent) or occasionally 

(39 percent) feel limited in their ability to speak 

out on moral and social issues because people 

will take offense.”… The remedy for being 

shaped by the pressures of the world is also 

given by Paul in the preceding verse when he 

charges the young pastor Timothy to “preach 

the word; be ready in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 

complete patience and teaching.” 



A pastor who worries about pressure from 

those who hear his preaching will forever be a 

slave to preaching what will be least offensive 

and least likely to rock the boat. He’ll be 

shaped by his congregation rather than by the 

word of God. A pastor should instead be 

pressured from above – shaped by the word of 

God. A pastor doesn’t have to preach a topical 

sermon on LGBT issues or on abortion or 

religious liberty.  



A pastor who simply preaches the whole 

counsel of Scripture will never be lacking in 

opportunities to engage on the relevant issues 

of the day because the Bible speaks to every 

one of these issues. Preach the Bible and you 

won’t and can’t avoid controversial topics, but 

you won’t avoid the remedy for these cultural 

maladies either!  



Serious Christians appreciate serious truth, and 

need pastors who are shaped by clarity of truth 

revealed in the Bible. The pastor who is 

pressured by the world will begin to take its 

shape very quickly.  

Watchmen on the Wall 



“Worldliness is not so much a matter of activity 

as of attitude. It is possible for a Christian to 

stay away from questionable amusements and 

doubtful places and still love the world, for 

worldliness is a matter of the heart.”  

 Warren Wiersbe 



1John 2  
16 For all that is in the world—the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life—is not of the Father but is 

of the world. NKJV 

 



Genesis 3 
 6 So when the woman saw that the tree 

was good for food, that it was pleasant 

to the eyes, and a tree desirable to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and 

ate. She also gave to her husband with 

her, and he ate. NKJV 

 



Matthew 4 
3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he 

said, “If You are the Son of God, 

command that these stones become 

bread.” 5 Then the devil took Him up into 

the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of 

the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are 

the Son of God, throw Yourself down….  



8 Again, the devil took Him up on an 

exceedingly high mountain, and showed 

Him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these 

things I will give You if You will fall down 

and worship me.”  

NKJV 

 



In this area of temptation, individuals make 

idols of their livelihood, social standing, and any 

other status symbol that the world determines 

is important but that matters little to God. Pride, 

prestige, power, and position count for nothing 

in the kingdom of God. The value system of this 

world is turned on its head when God provides 

the evaluation.  
Akin, D. L. (2001). 1, 2, 3 John (Vol. 38, p. 111). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 



1John 2  
17 And the world is passing away, and the 

lust of it; but he who does the will of God 

abides forever. NKJV 

 



“Victory is assured,  

resistance is required.”  
Culpepper, 1, 2, 3 John, 41. 



Two little lines I heard one day, 

Traveling along life’s busy way; 

Bringing conviction to my heart, 

And from my mind would not depart; 

Only one life, twill soon be past,                                                             

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

 



Only one life, yes only one, 

Soon will its fleeting hours be done; 

Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, 

And stand before His Judgement seat; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 



Only one life, the still small voice, 

Gently pleads for a better choice 

Bidding me selfish aims to leave, 

And to God’s holy will to cleave; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 



Only one life, a few brief years, 

Each with its burdens, hopes, and fears; 

Each with its clays I must fulfill, 

living for self or in His will; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 



When this bright world would tempt me sore, 

When Satan would a victory score; 

When self would seek to have its way, 

Then help me Lord with joy to say; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 



Give me Father, a purpose deep, 

In joy or sorrow Thy word to keep; 

Faithful and true what e’er the strife, 

Pleasing Thee in my daily life; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 



Oh let my love with fervor burn, 

And from the world now let me turn; 

Living for Thee, and Thee alone, 

Bringing Thee pleasure on Thy throne; 

Only one life, “twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 



Only one life, yes only one, 

Now let me say, “Thy will be done”; 

And when at last I’ll hear the call, 

I know I’ll say “twas worth it all”; 

Only one life, ‘twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. ” 

Poem by C.T Studd 




