






1John 2 

My little children, these things I write to 

you, so that you may not sin. And if 

anyone sins, we have an Advocate with 

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
2 And He Himself is the propitiation for 

our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the whole world. 



3 Now by this we know that we know 

Him, if we keep His commandments. 
4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does 

not keep His commandments, is a liar, 

and the truth is not in him. 5 But 

whoever keeps His word, truly the love 

of God is perfected in him. By this we 

know that we are in Him.  



6 He who says he abides in Him ought 

himself also to walk just as He walked. 
7 Brethren, I write no new 

commandment to you, but an old 

commandment which you have had 

from the beginning. The old 

commandment is the word which you 

heard from the beginning. 



 8 Again, a new commandment I write to 

you, which thing is true in Him and in 

you, because the darkness is passing 

away, and the true light is already 

shining. 
9 He who says he is in the light, and 

hates his brother, is in darkness until 

now.  



10 He who loves his brother abides in 

the light, and there is no cause for 

stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates 

his brother is in darkness and walks in 

darkness, and does not know where he 

is going, because the darkness has 

blinded his eyes. 

NKJV 



1John 2  

My little children, these things I write to 

you, so that you may not sin. And if 

anyone sins, we have an Advocate with 

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

NKJV 



There are three motives for obedience. We can 

obey because we have to, because we need to, 

or because we want to. A slave obeys because 

he has to. If he doesn’t obey he will be 

punished. An employee obeys because he 

needs to. He may not enjoy his work, but he 

does enjoy getting his paycheck! He needs to 

obey because he has a family to feed and 

clothe. But a Christian is to obey his Heavenly 

Father because he wants to—for the 

relationship between him and God is one of 

love. “If you love Me, keep My commandments” 

(John 14:15).  



This is the way we learned obedience when we 

were children. First, we obeyed because we 

had to. If we didn’t obey, we were spanked! But 

as we grew up, we discovered that obedience 

meant enjoyment and reward; so we started 

obeying because it met certain needs in our 

lives. And it was a mark of real maturity when 

we started obeying because of love. “Baby 

Christians” must constantly be warned or 

rewarded. Mature Christians listen to God’s 

Word and obey it simply because they love 

Him.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

483). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1John 2  

My little children, these things I write to 

you, so that you may not sin. And if 

anyone sins, we have an                 

Advocate (paraklētos) with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous. 

NKJV 



1John 2  
2 And He Himself is the                 

propitiation (hilasmos)  for our sins, and 

not for ours only but also for the whole 

world. 

NKJV 



You, too, are part of the world, so that your 

heart cannot deceive itself and think, ‘The Lord 

died for Peter and Paul, but not for me.  

Martin Luther 



Oh! dear friends believe me, if you could roll all 

sins into one mass--if you could take murder, 

and blasphemy, and lust, adultery, and 

fornication, and everything that is vile and unite 

them all into one vast ball of filthy corruption, 

they would not, even then, equal the sin of 

unbelief. This is the king of all sins, the epitome 

of guilt; the mixture of the venom of all crimes; 

the dregs of the wine of Gomorrah; it is the 

number one sin, the masterpiece of Satan, the 

chief work of the devil.  

C.H. Spurgeon 



1John 2  
3 Now by this we know that we know 

Him, if we keep His commandments. 

NKJV 



1John 2  
4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does 

not keep His commandments, is a liar, 

and the truth is not in him. 

NKJV 



“Do distinguish, however, between knowing 

about Christ and knowing Christ. We may know 

very much about many of our great men, 

though we do not know them. Now, it will never 

save a soul to know about Christ. The only 

saving knowledge is to know him, his very self, 

and to trust him, the living Savior, who is now at 

the right hand of God.”  

C.H. Spurgeon 



1John 2  
5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the 

love of God is perfected in him. By this 

we know that we are in Him.  

NKJV 



1Thesslaonians 5 
16Be joyful always; 17pray 

continually; 18give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for 

you in Christ Jesus. 19Do not put out the 

Spirit’s fire; 20do not treat prophecies with 

contempt. 21Test everything. Hold on to 

the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil. NKJV 



The Christian no longer loves sin; it is the 

object of his sternest horror: he no longer 

regards it as a mere trifle, plays with it, or talks 

of it with unconcern . . . Sin is dejected in the 

Christian's heart, though it is not ejected. Sin 

may enter the heart, and fight for dominion, but 

it cannot sit upon the throne."  

C.H. Spurgeon 



1John 2  
6 He who says he abides in Him ought 

himself also to walk just as He walked. 

NKJV 



“The point here is that the one who knows God 

will increasingly lead a righteous life, for God is 

righteous. It does not mean that he will be 

sinless; John has already shown that anyone 

who claims this is lying. It simply means that he 

will be moving in a direction marked out by the 

righteousness of God. If he does not do this, if 

he is not increasingly dissatisfied with and 

distressed by sin, he is not God’s child.”  

James Montgomery Boice 



1John 2  
7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to 

you, but an old commandment which you 

have had from the beginning. The old 

commandment is the word which you 

heard from the beginning.  



8 Again, a new commandment I write to 

you, which thing is true in Him and in 

you, because the darkness is passing 

away, and the true light is already 

shining.  

NKJV 



John 13:  

34 A new commandment I give to you, 

that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one 

another. 35 By this all will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another.”  

NKJV 



1Thessalonians 4 
9 But concerning brotherly love you 

have no need that I should write to you, 

for you yourselves are taught by God to 

love one another… 

NKJV 



The commandment “Love one another” is the 

fulfillment of God’s Law... When you love 

people, you do not lie about them or steal from 

them. You have no desire to kill them. Love for 

God and love for others motivates a person to 

obey God’s commandments without even 

thinking about them! When a person acts out of 

Christian love he obeys God and serves 

others—not because of fear, but because of his 

love.  



This is why John says that “Love one another” 

is a new commandment—it is new in emphasis. 

It is not simply one of many commandments. 

No, it stands at the top of the list!  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

486). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1Corinthians 13 
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does 

not envy; love does not parade itself, is 

not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, 

does not seek its own, is not provoked, 

thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, 

but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. NKJV 



1John 2  
9 He who says he is in the light, and 

hates his brother, is in darkness until 

now. 

NKJV 



It is easy to talk about Christian love, but 

much more difficult to practice it. For one 

thing, such love is not mere talk (1 John 

2:9). For a Christian to say (or sing!) that he 

loves the brethren, while he actually hates 

another believer, is for him to lie. In other 

words (and this is a sobering truth), it is 

impossible to be in fellowship with the 

Father and out of fellowship with another 

Christian at the same time… 



It is easy to practice a Christianity of 

“words”—singing the right songs, using the 

right vocabulary, praying the right prayers—

and, through it all, deceiving ourselves into 

thinking we are spiritual.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, pp. 

488–489). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1John 2  
10 He who loves his brother abides in 

the light, and there is no cause for 

stumbling in him. 

NKJV 



The best way to help other Christians not to 

stumble is to love them. Love makes us 

stepping-stones; hatred (or any of its “cousins,” 

such as envy or malice) makes us stumbling 

blocks. It is important that Christians exercise 

love in a local church, or else there will always 

be problems and disunity. When we are falling 

over each other, instead of lifting each other 

higher, we will never become a truly happy 

spiritual family.  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

490). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



1John 2  
11 But he who hates his brother is in 

darkness and walks in darkness, and 

does not know where he is going, 

because the darkness has blinded his 

eyes.  

NKJV 




