




A Motley Crew 
• Simon (Peter) – Foot in mouth disease 

• Andrew – Always in the shadows of Peter 

• James & John – “Sons of Thunder” 

• Philip & Bartholomew (Nathaniel) – Skeptic 

• Thomas – The Doubter  

• Matthew – The tax collector (thief & traitor) 

• James son of Alphaeus & Thaddeus – Unknown 

• Simon the Zealot – Rebel – Would have hated Matthew 

• Judas – The Betrayer 

 



His Followers 

70 Disciples 

12 Apostles 

Inner Circle 

Jairus’ Daughter 

Transfiguration 

Gethsemane 

Olivet Discourse 

Peter, James, John 





• He was the first to follow Jesus (John 1:35-37);  

• He was the closest to Jesus during the Last 

Supper (John 13:22-25); 

• He followed Jesus to his trial (John 18:15);  

• He only (of all the disciples) went to the cross 

and was given a direct command from Jesus to 

care for Jesus’ mother (John 19:26-27);  

• He outran Peter to the empty tomb and was the 

first apostle to believe in Jesus’ resurrection 

(John 20:1-8);  

• He was the first to recognize that it was Jesus 

appearing to them in his Galilean visitation (John 

21:7). 

 







1John 1 

That which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we have 

looked upon, and our hands have 

handled, concerning the Word of 

life— 



2 the life was manifested, and we have 

seen, and bear witness, and declare to 

you that eternal life which was with the 

Father and was manifested to us—
3 that which we have seen and heard 

we declare to you, that you also may 

have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with 

His Son Jesus Christ.  



4 And these things we write to you 

that your joy may be full. 5 This is the 

message which we have heard from 

Him and declare to you, that God is 

light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
6 If we say that we have fellowship 

with Him, and walk in darkness, we 

lie and do not practice the truth.  



7 But if we walk in the light as He is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus 

Christ His Son cleanses us from all 

sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  



9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we say that we have not sinned, 

we make Him a liar, and His word is 

not in us. 



1John 1  

That which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we 

have looked upon, and our hands 

have handled, concerning the Word 

of life— 



Genesis 1 
1In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth.  

NKJV 



John 1 
1In the beginning was the Word (logos), 

and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was with God in 

the beginning. 3Through him all things 

were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made. NIV 



1John 1  

That which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we have 

looked upon, and our hands have 

handled, concerning the Word (logos) 

of life—NKJV 



Logos  

The basis for organization and 

intelligence in the universe, the ultimate 

reason which controls all things.  



1John 1  
2 the life was manifested, and we have 

seen, and bear witness, and declare to 

you that eternal life which was with the 

Father and was manifested to us— 

NKJV 



1John 1  
3 that which we have seen and heard 

we declare to you, that you also may 

have fellowship (koinōnia)  with us; and 

truly our fellowship (koinōnia)  is with 

the Father and with His Son Jesus 

Christ. NKJV 



Acts  

 44 Now all who believed were together, 

and had all things in common (koinios) 

45 and sold their possessions and 

goods, and divided them among all, as 

anyone had need. 

NKJV 



Koinonia  

• Partnership 

• Participation 

• Communication 

• Communion 

• Distribution 

• Fellowship 

• Common  
 



1John 1  
4 And these things we write to you 

that your joy may be full.  

NKJV 



John 15 
11 “These things I have spoken to you, 

that My joy may remain in you, and that 

your joy may be full. 

 NKJV 



John 16 
24 Until now you have asked nothing in 

My name. Ask, and you will receive, 

that your joy may be full. 

NKJV 



 John 17 
13 But now I come to You, and these 

things I speak in the world, that they 

may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.  

NKJV 



1John 1  
5 This is the message which we have 

heard from Him and declare to you, 

that God is light and in Him is no 

darkness at all.  

NKJV 



1John 1  
6 If we say that we have fellowship with 

Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and 

do not practice the truth.  

NKJV 





1John 1  
6 If we say that we have fellowship with 

Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and 

do not practice the truth.  

NKJV 



1John 1  
7 But if we walk in the light as He is 

in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus 

Christ His Son cleanses us from all 

sin. NKJV 



John 13 
 5 After that, He poured water into a 

basin and began to wash the disciples’ 

feet, and to wipe them with the towel 

with which He was girded.  



6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And 

Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You 

washing my feet?” 7 Jesus answered 

and said to him, “What I am doing you 

do not understand now, but you will 

know after this.” 



8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never 

wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If 

I do not wash you, you have no part 

with Me.” 9 Simon Peter said to Him, 

“Lord, not my feet only, but also my 

hands and my head!” 



10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed 

needs only to wash his feet, but is 

completely clean; and you are clean, 

but not all of you.” 11 For He knew who 

would betray Him; therefore He said, 

“You are not all clean.” NKJV 



1John 1  
8 If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us.  

NKJV 



1John 1  
9 If we confess (homologeo ̄) our sins, 

He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  

NKJV 



“It is the duty of nations as well as of men 

to confess their sins and transgressions in 

humble sorrow, yet with assured hope 

that genuine repentance will lead to 

mercy and pardon.”   

—Abraham Lincoln 



“… a disobedient child of God cannot expect to 

have fellowship with God. This is where 

confession comes in. We agree with God (the 

literal meaning of the Greek term homolegeo) 

concerning our sin: that it is wrong, that Christ 

has paid for it, that it needs to be renounced, 

and that it has no power over us.  



As soon as we do this, we are once again able 

to enjoy an intimate, close walk with God. 

Confess your sins by saying, “I was wrong, I’m 

sorry, and I want to change!” To do so will “clear 

the air” and remove the sense of distance we 

feel from our holy, heavenly Father because of 

sinful choices we have made. What sins do you 

need to confess today?  
Life Application Bible Commentary: 1, 2, & 3 John Copyright © 1998 by 

The Livingstone Corporation. 



1John 1  
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we 

make Him a liar, and His word is not in 

us. 

NKJV 




